A new technique for mucosal graft in hepaticojejunostomy for benign lesions of common bile duct.
A new operating technique in hepaticojejunostomy is reported. It consists in a mucosal graft placed on the inside of a sclerotic bile duct. This procedure avoids the need for the placement of the transhepatic tube as requested in Smith's technique. It is indicated for benign lesions (type I and II according to Bismuth and Lazorthes classification) with dilated hepatic duct (over 2 cm in diameter). The follow-up of 11 patients demonstrated that this technique ensures continued patency of the anastomosis without significant complications.